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Extracts for use with SECTION A.

Extract 1:  From M P Leffler, The Specter of Communism: The United States and the Origin of 
the Cold War, 1917–1953, published in 1994.

The Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, and US initiatives in Germany were 
decisive moves in the development of the Cold War. These moves arose 
because of fear – fear that, across the world, power vacuums, financial 
hardship, and revolutionary nationalist movements might play into the hands 
of the Soviet Union. The US had to challenge Communism because it was 
linked to this totalitarian rival. A rival with great military potential, and the 
capacity to capitalise upon political weaknesses and economic disorder.

Gradually, between 1947 and 1950, the United States took on the role of 
the dominant power in the international system and, in so doing, accepted 
responsibility for revitalising the international economy, thwarting the spread 
of Communism and guaranteeing the security of its partners.
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Extract 2:  From B J Bernstein, Confrontation in Eastern Europe, published in 1970.

There has long been substantial evidence, which suggests that American policy 
was neither that innocent nor non-ideological. American leaders sought to 
promote their ideas of national interest and their values, even at the conscious 
risk of provoking Russian fears about Russia’s own security. In 1945, US leaders 
apparently believed that American power would be adequate for the task of 
reshaping much of the world according to America’s needs and standards.

By overextending their policies and power and refusing to accept Soviet 
interests, American policy makers contributed to the Cold War. They showed 
little awareness of any need to hold back American political efforts and desires. 
Though it cannot be proved that the United States could have achieved a 
settlement with the Soviet Union in these years, there is evidence that Russian 
policies were reasonably cautious and conservative, and that there was at 
least a basis for agreement. But this possibility slowly slipped away as Truman 
reversed Roosevelt’s tactics of conciliation. Soviet suspicion and antagonism 
grew as American demands for democratic governments in Eastern Europe 
became more vigorous and they delayed providing economic assistance to 
Russia. It was this hostile reaction to US moves that led the US to conclude that 
Soviet-American co-operation was impossible and led to the US belief that the 
Soviet state could be halted only by force or the threat of force. 

American actions were not simply a necessary response to Soviet challenges.
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